Chapter III
A WORLD DEMOCRACY

DEMOCRACY :  A POLITICAL PROBLEM

WE believe that world citizenship must be based on demo-
cracy. In what way is democracy related to world
citizenship? Democracy, in even the most democratic
countries, is still in its infancy. Although in Great Britain
the people have full power, constitutionally, to control the
affairs of their own nation, this power is never completely
exercised. The popular conception of democratic govern-
ment ends with the privilege of casting a ballot for one or
another; of previously selected candidates who are in favour
of, or opposed to, certain declared policies* For many
citizens tie idea of democracy has not yet reached the point
outlined above. Some do not vote for years at a time, and
many probably never use their right of suffrage. As Gals-
worthy wrote in The Country House: " Did you ever watch
a school of fishes coasting along a bank ? How blind they
are, and how they follow their leader! In our element we
men know just about as much as the fishes do. A blind lot.
, . . We take a mean view of things; we're damnably
provincial."

All training for intelligent participation in the democratic
control of the affairs of the country is part of education for
world citizenship. The school is the prime agent of society
in giving this training* A good citizen in a democracy is a
good world citizen, and there can be no conflict betweea
the best training for national citizenship in a democracy
and training for world citizenship. The two forms of tram-
ing are but parts of a whole and they are intercfopeadent

Training in, and education for, democracy fe of ike utmost